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d HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE OF BOMBAY

~ ) BENCH AT AURANGABAD
Most Urgent Due on 06/10/2025
By BDCRI/ [§ 2-13 12025
Email: hcaur.mah@nic.in) Date: 2./ 09 /2025
From
Registrar (Judicial)
High Court of Judicature of Bombay
Bench at Aurangabad.
To,

1. The Hon'ble Principal District Judges,
Aurangabad, Akola, Amravati, Ahmednagar, Bhandara, Beed, Buldhana,
Chandrapur, Dhule, Jalna, Kolhapur, Latur, Nanded. Nandurbar, Nagpur,  Nashik,
Osmanabad, Parbhani, Hingoli, Pune, Raigad-Alibaug, Ratnagiri, Satara, Sangali,
Sindhudurga, Thane, Wardha, Gadchiroli, Gondia Washim.
The Principal Judge, City Civil Court, Mumbai.
The Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Court, Esplanade,Mahapalika Marg,
Mumbal.- 400001.
. 4, The Chief Judge, Court of Small Causes, L.T.Road, Dhobi Talao, Mumbai 400002.
5. The Commissioners of Police, Mumbai, Thane City, Navi Mumbai, Mira Baindar
Vasai Virar City, Pune, Pimpri Chinchwad, Solapur City, Nashik City, Aurangabad,
Amravati.
6. The Superintendents of Police, Thane(Rural), Palghar(Rural), Raigad(Rural),
Ratnagiri(Rural), Sindhudurg(Rural), Pune(Rural), Solapur(Rural)} ara(Rural),
Sangli(rural), Kolhapur(Rural), Nashik(Rural), Dhule, Nandurbar, Jalgaon, Ahmednagar,

w n

Aurangabad, Jalna, Parbhani, Hingoli, Nanded, Latur, Beed, Dharashiv. Amravati, Akola
\(.)L{\ L Buldhana, Washim, Yavatmal.
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= ey ] Criminal Application No. 2120 of 2025
! - 7 0067 o Shweta Mohan Marathe alias Shweta Dilip Thakare ...... Applicant

!
e Vis
. };F"n—;ﬂi—l— - The State of Maharashtra & anr ......Respondent

.@. ‘sm - = ! =
~With M?ﬁe above captioned subject 1 am to inform you that, the aforesaid

matter was placed before the Hon’ble Court, when the Court (Coram: Sushil M. Ghodeswar, J.) has
on 15/09/2025, passed the following order.

“The photocopy of order is enclosed herewith.”

You are hereby put on notice that the service of a legal notice via WhatsApp is not a

?\\ legally recognised mode of service, and is not a valid alternative or substitute for the traditional and

Oﬁ prescribed methods of service. This position has been explicitly clarified by the Honourable Supreme
smam kR of India in its recent directives.

1 i - ‘&b“v\ﬂ/‘ In its order dated January 21, 2025, the Supreme Court in the case of Satender Kumar

Antil v. CBI ruled that the service of notice through WhatsApp or other electronic modes cannot be
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considered a valid alternative or substitute for the mode of service prescribed under the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC) or the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS).
This position was reiterated in subsequent orders, clarifying that police and other authorities must use

only legally prescribed methods for serving notices, especially concerning personal liberty.

In view of the aforesaid directions, | am sending herewith a photocopy of order dated
15/09/2025 passed in Criminal Application No. 2120/2025, to your goodself to go through the order
and act accordingly and also circulate the said order to all the Judicial officers under your control also
issue necessary directions to the Police Stations under your jurisdiction that in view of the decision by

Hon'ble Supreme Court there shall not be service of notice through WhatsApp.

Yours faithfully,

s,

For Registrar (Judl.)
file_2025
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
| BENCH AT AURANGABAD

CRIMINAL APPLICATION NO. 2120 OF 2025

SHWETA MOHAN MARATHE ALIAS SHWETA DILIP
THAKARE
VER
THE STATE OF MAHARASHTRA AND OTHERS

None for the Applicant.
Shri D.B..Bhange, APP for the Respondents/State.

CORAM : SUSHIL M. GHODESWAR, J.

DATE : 15 September, 2025

BC. :-
L. In the police report, it is stated that respondent No.2
was out of station and, therefore, the notice was sent on his

whatsapp number.

2. Recently, relying on the judgment of the Honourable
Supreme Court in Satender Kumar Antil vs. Central Bureau of
Investigation and another, reported in [2025 SCC OnLine SC
1578], the Division Bench of this Court in Criminal Application
No.4711/2024 (Rohidas Babusing Rathod vs. The State of
Maharashtra and another) passed the order on 12.09.2025 and

observed that the service of notice through Whatsapp is not legal
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service and, accordingly, directed all the concerned not to send

such notices through Whatsapp.

3. In view of the above, re-issue notice to respondent

No.2 returnable on 06.10.2025.

S ——
( SUSHIL M. GHODESWAR, J.)

True Copy

tHigh Cowt of Eomba)
Seachk st Aurangabad



